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Shobha De has earned a distingui
in Indian English Novel due to his
craftsmanship. She is a novelist
literature. She comes out on top to
and comprehensive communication to t
That touches the. heart of readers H :

many prizes and awards for her.

~contemporary Indian En
amendable. She has created I
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Human being is the centre of her fictional world.
By virtue of that human pain, he puts on display
goodness as well as badness in human being. She
projects a combination of two sensitivities-the
sensitivity of an artist and the sensitivity of a
humanist. She throws light on the diversity of
cultures, their determined conducts and attitudes.

However, her fictional world is larger than the
real world.

The women of today are in a fair way to
dethrone the myth of femininity; they are
beginning to affirm thcir independence in
concrete ways; but they do not easily succeed
in living completely the life of a human being.
Reared by women within a feminine world,
their normal destiny is marriage, which still
means particularly subordination to man; for
masculine prcstige 1s far [rom extinction,
resting still upon solid economic and social
functions (Beauvoir 30)

Shobha De is one of the most widely 1ead Indian
novelists writing in English. Her novels delineate
the awakening of woman’s consciousness which
impels her to strive for self- actualization. This
awakened consciousness of woman stands for the
human efforts to be a whole human being her
novels raise a voice of protesl against male
dominance and reject the traditional value system
of Indian society. In her novels feminism, 1in terms
of women’s struggles against patriarchy, does not
take a political stance. Apart from the feminist
consideration,

Shobha De’s novels express her awareness
of the cumulative pressure of social
expericnce, in fact, she raises her voice



modern Women enierge {rona
dominated middle-class societ;
conservative values. They are also cor
of their individuality and their desire
their lives according to their own Value- !

values and thelr own Values system brm :
out their struggle for realizing their potential
They actualise themselves by fulfilling t

different needs and this finally leads ther

to the sovereign purpose of life- self —

actualization. As a feminist, she knows the
problems of women due to her sense
observation. The gender difference h
already become clear to her just after b

However, she wantcd to be active, dynan

established her worth. Since she Iy
for the magazmes for a Ipng ; '
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Shobha De has hailed as a heavyweight
champion of human soul and psyche. She has
faithfully painted a personal world of human
sensibility and impersonal world of socio-cultural
affairs with a smooth brush on the strong realistic
base. She discloses unmitigated hypocrisy, self
seeing attitude and double standards of human

being through the diversity of cultures. She is a

olific writer, who puts the theme of Indianness.

pr
e, she has got a

She has travelled widely therefor
multi-cultural experience.

Shobha De belongs to the modern feminist
writer, she

school of thought. As a feminist

deliberates on women’s 1SSUues with a fresh
approach, fairly unlike from other contemporary
novelists. She began to depict the Indian women
characters in her works as protagonists, treating
women’s issues on the main concern foundation

and focusing on the grounds of the Indian woman.

Shobha De is strongly blessed with feminist
consciousness and not by a polemical ideology. She
has voiced the sawe reservalion and said that she
found it impossible to whip up any interest in a
mass of women marching forward under the
banner of feminism. She believes that the writer

has a social commitment. She is a feminist artist
who articulates herself to her art sincere and
confirmed within ceaselessly. Her wish makes her

anxious to experiment with a number of themcs

and vice versa.

Shobha De’s mind
confrontational and significant arcas currently
uncer probe as a researcher than a writer. [t is
e nf ?;"r-iff;(("r";-".' and is .!_f'».‘.'::_‘-.’.'-; in motioen

is one of the most

"
tlbpy e

Or DIrocess.



who seek to realise their inc

not shy from defying the ancient tr
society. Her women charactees
experiences despite their varied n
be more human due to fallibility.

In Shobha De’s novels, sexual u:
satisfaction are the bedrock of all relations
women in her novels willingly up!
responsibility of their own sustenance &
their own salvation. Geeta Barua in her
“Rise and Fall of a Star: A Study of Starry
comments: The novel is also a faithful port
the film world with all its perfidies, gl
crimes, lies, and deceits and sexual exploits
Since Shobha De the novelist has b
associated with the Bombay film w
journalist she knows it first hand and '
able to portray it well. (Barua 174)

The novelist has fingered upon dis
of an urban woman’s life and her
is-sue has voiced with so unambi'
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WOShobhag De discover‘s the world of urban

Ien, typically Mumbai groomed women. The
qulan society in the last few decades has
w1tnes§ed enormous and tremendous changes as
far as its women are concerned. She raises the
women characters in her novels to be on par with
the male character. They have an equal amount
of independence in all walks of life.

Shobha De has explored imaginatively the
varied world of women characters in her popular
fiction. She emphasises the quest for the meaning
of life, identity and unfulfilled emotional life of
women characters through her novels. Being a
woman, De is more aware of the predicaments of
women. She presents the vital reality and leads
to understanding the miseries of women and
injustices done to them by the patriarchal society.
De’s novels such as Socialite Evening, Starry Nights,
and Second Thoughts etc. are crowded with female
characters.

 Shobha De has repeated the independence of
womcn devoid of ad_iustiﬁg her role as a
householder. She lays stress on the proper
education of women and to turn into self-sufficient
before she can step forward for having an important
effect reaction and abandons the parochial society
without being labelled as a rebel.

Shobha De’s achievement as a novelist lies in
his ability to project the image of a contemporary
[ndian socio-political scene in an intensely. As a
result. she comes out with flying colours to offer
the equitable justice to both the personal and the
impersonal worlds. Nevertheless, in both the
worlds, sne brings out the fountainhead of

humanity that is culture, which is and for the



in Shobha De’s n els

Symbol of the female’s defis

female sexuality” (Sanjay Kum
Shobha De moderately openly a

reserve s relate s each and every fe

subject she handles. Although review

scornful of her work, various serious

not as dismissive as them.
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